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UM HOSTS STATE SCIENCE AND COMPUTER FAIRS IN APRIL
MISSOULA The University of Montana Adams Center will ooze with IQ during the 45th Montana
Science Fair April 9-11 and the fourth Montana Computer Fair April 9-10. These two events,
which showcase work by some of Montana’s brightest young minds, will be held together for
the first time.
Early registration for both events is scheduled for 3 to 7 p.m. on Sunday, April 9. Final
registration and fair competition is scheduled for Monday, April 10.
The public is welcome to view the exhibits from 6:30 to 9 p.m. on Monday and from 8
to 11 a.m. on Tuesday, April 11. The computer fair awards ceremony will be held Monday at
7 p.m., while the science fair awards will be presented at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday.
Exhibits reaching the state science fair normally have topped competition at individual
school and regional levels. The registration deadline for the science fair is March 24 at 5 p.m.
However, since the regional fairs in Havre and Billings occur after the March 24 deadline,
students in those areas have until April 5 to register.
Montana Science Fair entries can be submitted electronically at
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http://www.cs.umt.edu/sci-fair/; faxing (406) 243-5139; or mailing Attn: Linda DeMinck,
Department of Computer Science, Social Science 401, The University of Montana, Missoula,
MT 59812-5256. The science fair fee is $10 per student.
For the science fair, students in grades nine through 12 compete in 14 categories,
ranging from biochemistry to mathematics and space sciences. Two- and three-member teams
may compete. In addition, sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders will compete in physical and
biological sciences categories within their respective grade levels.
The top two science fair Grand Prize winners, along with the top Grand Prize team
winners, in the Division I high school category will receive gold medals and an expense-paid
trip to the INTEL International Science and Engineering Fair, which will be held in Detroit
May 7-13. Northwest Airlines is the official carrier of INTEL, and individuals who have
discount tickets for that airline and would like to contribute towards students’ traveling costs
should call (406) 243-2866.
Montana Science Fair winners have won 72 grand awards at the ISEF in 38 of the 44
years the state has participated. The state science fair was founded in 1955 by Reuben Diettert,
a UM professor of botany who directed the fair for 18 years.
The Montana Computer Fair allows students in grades six through 12 to compete in 12
computer-related categories, ranging from business programming to Web-page creations and
electronically controlled devices. Now in its fourth year, the fair has grown from only four
entries the first year to more than 75 a year ago.
Students participating in the Montana Computer Fair must register by April 3. They are
encouraged to submit their registration materials electronically via the Web site at
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http://www.cs.umt.edu/COM PFAIR/wwwpgl.htm. Or they can fax (406) 243-5139 or mail to
Attn: Ann A. Stenberg, Department of Computer Science, Social Science 401, The University
of Montana, Missoula MT 59812-5256. The computer fair costs $5 per student.
The state science fair is sponsored by UM, the UM Excellence Fund and the Missoula
Exchange Club. The computer fair is sponsored by UM and the UM Excellence Fund. For
more information about both events, visit the UM computer science department Web page at
http://www.cs.umt.edu/, call Linda DeMinck about the science fair at (406) 243-2866, or call
Anne Stenberg about the computer fair at (406) 243-4618.
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